PREFACE   BY   THE   AUTHOE.                        5

lency the noble of nobles, Marquis Wellesley, Lord
Mornington, Governor-general, (in whose praise the
judgment is at a loss, and the understanding perplexed,
and in whom God has centred all the excellent quali-
ties that great men ought to possess.    In short, it was
the good fortune of this country that such a chief came
here, from whose happy presence multitudes enjoy ease
and happiness.    No one can now dare to injure or
wrong another; and the tiger and the goat drink at
the same gliat ;l and all the poor bless him and live,)2
the pursuit of learning came into vogue, and the gen-
tlemen of dignity perceived that by acquiring the Urdu
tongue, they might hold converse with the people of
India, and transact with perfect accuracy the affairs of
the country; for this reason many books were com-
piled during this same year, according to orders.

To those gentlemen who are learned, and speak the
language of Hindustan? I address myself, and say, that
this " Tale of the Four Darwesh " was originally com-

established no further back than the reign of Akbar. It was engrafted on
the Hijri sera in the first year of that monarch's reign, with this proviso,
that the FasU years should thenceforth go on increasing by solar calcu-
lation, and not by lunar; hence, every century the Hijri sera gains three
years on the Fasli, and in Mir Amman's time the difference had amounted
to nearly eight years.

1 A ghat is a long flight of steps, of stone or brick, leading to a river
for the purpose of bathing, drawing water, embarking or disembarking.
It is a high object of ambition in India, among the wealthier classes of
natives, to construct these ghats^ and this species of useful ostentation has
produced some magnificent structures of the kind on the rivers Ganges.
and Jvmna) which are of great public utility.

a The reader will do well in the first place to pass over this very clumsy
parenthesis in the original j and return to it after he has finished the rest
of the paragraph.

3 The Honourable Company's European servants, civil, military, and
medical.